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UN data show nearly half of Kingdom’s rice exports undocumented

The Phnom Penh Post : 29/Mar/2018

Cambodia : The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is forecasting that 44 percent of Cambodia’s total rice exports
will be smuggled out of the country through informal channels this year, a persistent problem that weighs down profits and
threatens to cripple the industry. The FAO’s forecast, released earlier this month, predicted that Cambodia’s rice exports in 2018
would reach 1.35 million tonnes, a 5 percent increase over last year. But only 750,000 tonnes of that would be formal exports,
according to Shirley Mustafa, an economist at the FAO. Read more

EU to probe exports of rice
The Phnom Penh Post : 30/Mar/2018

Cambodia : The European Commission has found sufficient evidence to launch an investigation into whether Cambodian rice
exported to the EU puts an unfair burden on European rice farmers, potentially imperiling the Kingdom’s tariff-free exports to
the bloc. The investigation was launched on March 16 in response to a request from Italy, which called for “safeguard measures”
- most commonly import restrictions or tariffs - to be imposed on rice from both Cambodia and Myanmar, according to a noti-
fication of the investigation published in the EU’s official journal. Read more

T

Amru Rice’s SRP project bears fruit

Khmer Times : 20/Mar/2018

Cambodia : Local rice miller and exporter Amru Rice has started reaping the benefits of its partnership with the International
Financial Corporation (IFC), beginning to collect rice from farmers working under contract farming schemes in Kampong Cham
province. As part of a joint advisory project, IFC, a member of the World Bank, is supporting Amru Rice over a three-year period
to implement Sustainable Rice Platform (SRP) standards and practices in the company’s supply chain. Read more

Cambodia thanks Australia for agriculture support
Khmer Times : 20/Mar/2018

Cambodia : Cambodia reiterated the important role Australia plays in the development of its agriculture sector and urged
leaders of the Commonwealth nation to support the modernisation of the industry through investments in modern factories
and machinery. Speaking at the Asean-Australia Business Summit last week in Sydney, Cambodian Commerce Minister Pan
Sorasak praised Australia’s agricultural prowess and acknowledged their support in helping Cambodia’s agriculture industry
develop. Read more

Thailand: Rice exports to drop in 2018

The Vietnam Plus : 26/Mar/2018

Thailand : Rice exports of Thailand in 2018 will be less than the target growth
of 9.5 percent due to strong baht and decrease in rice production, said the Thai
Rice Exporters Association (TREA). The target was 18 percent lower than 2017’
1.6 million tonnes. President of TREA Charoen Laothamatas explained that the
strong baht caused a major difficulty for the country’s rice export as the prices of
Thai rice have become less competitive. The baht increased nine percent compared
to the US dollar in 2017 and increased by 3.1 percent in 2018 to be at 31.6 THB/USD.
Read more

Thailand to step up rice exports through inter-governmental deals

The Vietnam Plus : 23/Mar/2018

Thailand : The Thai Government plans to boost rice exports by negotiating sales directly with other governments with the
hope to support around 13 million local farmers - 20 percent of the country’s population.

Officials will be sent to major importers of Thai rice in order to accelerate negotiations, said Adul Chotinisakorn, director
general of the Commerce Ministry’s Department of Foreign Trade, adding that in some countries in Asia, rice imports are com-
pletely controlled by government procurement bodies. Read more

Rice importation from Thailand reduced by 90%

Naij.com : 24/Mar/2018

Nigeria : The federal government has said that it is currently increasing the
number of rice farmers in the country in a view to make Nigeria self-sufficient in
rice production. The Punch reports that Lai Mohammed who is the minister of in-
formation disclosed this during a tour of some rice farms. Mohammed said it was
important for Nigeria to attract more people into the rice business noting that rice
farmers increased from five million to 12 million in two years. Read more

High-yielding hybrid rice area to cross 5opc in three years

The Nation : 27/Mar/2018

Pakistan : High yielding hybrid rice area is going to cross 50 per cent in three years from present 25 to 30 per cent paddy
coverage, yielding additional two million tons output, said Shahzad Ali Malik, Chief Executive Officer of Guard Rice Research
& Services Pvt Ltd at a function. Read more

India rice prices rise on muted supply; lack of deals weighs on Thai-

land
Reuter : 29/Mar/2018

India : In top exporter India, prices for the 5 percent broken
parboiled variety rose by $6 to $425-$429 per tonne amid reduced
supply. Demand from African and Asian buyers has also been better
than last week, said an exporter based in Kakinada in the southern
state of Andhra Pradesh. Meanwhile, neighbouring Bangladesh,
which has emerged as a major rice importer since 2017 after floods
damaged its crops, imported more than 3.5 million tonnes during
the July to March period, and has already exceeded its previous
annual import record, data from the country’s food ministry
showed this week. Read more

Rice farmers want effective policy banning rice importation
UkrAgroConsult : 29/Mar/2018

Nigeria : The Rice Farmers Association of Nigeria, Oyo state
chapter, has stressed the need for the Federal Government to
sustain and make effective, policy banning importation of rice
The Association’s Chairman, Mr Victor Korede, made this known
on Wednesday in an interview with the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Ibadan. Korede also said farmers needed favourable, pro-
gressive and consistent government policy in order to encourage
mass production of rice and other produce, for food sufficiency and
boost revenue. He said building and acquisition of integrated rice
of world class should be encouraged; adding that commercial pro-
duction of rice should be made effective. Read more

Indonesia buys about 500,000 tonnes rice

Bussiness Recorder : 29/Mar/2018

Indonesia : Indonesian state food procurement agency Bulog bought about 500,000 tonnes rice in deals agreed late on

Wednesday, European traders said on Thursday.

Some 300,000 tonnes will be sourced from Vietnam and 200,000 tonnes from Thailand, they said, adding that prices were
agreed on Wednesday and final contracts are due to be signed on Thursday.

Bulog said on March 20 that it planned to import a total 500,000 tonnes of rice up to the end of June in a programme to boost
local supplies and cool domestic prices. Read more

Nigeria can’t meet 2018 self-sufficiency target
News Telegraph : 25/Mar/2018

Nigeria : Self-sufficiency in rice production is one of the
cardinal objectives of the President Muhammadu Buhari ad-
ministration with different officials calling for a ban on the im-
portation of the cereal. Two years ago, Buhari set 2018 as a target
to end Nigeria’s status as the world’s second-largest importer
of the grain after China and become self-sufficient. He’s since
overseen investments of almost $1 billion in farming and milling,
virtually banned rice importers from buying foreign exchange,
raised tariffs to as high as 60 per cent and pushed the Central
Bank of Nigeria to lend to farmers. Confident his administration
is making progress, he told growers this month that “our policies
are working.” Read more

Thailand Sees Main Rice Crop Up 7 Percent
Jarkata Global : 21/Mar/2018

Thailand : Thailand’s main rice crop output in 2018-19 is estimated to rise more than 7 percent to 25.81 million tons, according
to figures from the country’s agricultural economics office.

Thailand, the world’s second-largest rice exporter, is estimated to have produced 24.07 million tons of rice in its last main crop.
The current 2017-18 off-season crop, harvested between February and April, is also estimated at 8.16 million tons, 180,000 tons
more than an earlier forecast in December due to heavy rainfall. Read more

The impact of adopting risk-reducing, drought-tolerant rice in India
Reliefweb : 28/Mar/2018

India : Extremely high temperatures during vegetative growth of rice reduces tiller number and plant height. Some experts
argue that, in some parts of Asia, current temperatures are already approaching critical levels during the susceptible stages of
plant growth. To reduce yield loss caused by drought, drought-tolerant crops have been developed. Read more

Rice rallies on hot China demand
Bangkok Post : 30/Mar/2018

Thailand : Thailand is expected to produce 30.53 million tonnes of paddy in the
2018/2019 season, up 3.45% from the previous year as demand grows, the National
Rice Policy Committee said Thursday. Nuntawan Sakuntanaga, the commerce
permanent secretary, said the government forecast for paddy demand for export
is 14.69 million tonnes (or 9.545 million tonnes of milled rice), with domestic
consumption estimated at 12 million tonnes, industrial use 2.4 million tonnes and
seed stock 1.39 million tonnes. Demand for hom mali fragrant rice is estimated
at 6.419 million tonnes, with that for Thai general aromatic rice at 1.609 million #
tonnes and white rice 15.323 million tonnes. Glutinous paddy and special varieties
like organic and indigenous grain make up the remainder. The government must
forecast demand annually and then assign state agencies to encourage farmers
to grow rice accordingly under the latest policy on rice management. Read more

Rice exports up but may lose momentum
Bangkok Post : 30/Mar/2018

Thailand : Thai rice exports in the first two months of 2018 rose 10% year-on-year by volume to 1.91 million tonnes and 16.1%
in baht value to 30.32 billion baht but orders are falling due to the strong baht. In February, Thailand exported 950,761 tonnes
of rice worth 14.92 billion baht. The volume declined by 1.2% and the value went down by 3.1% month-on-month because of
the decreasing export of Hom Mali fragrant rice and parboiled rice, Charoen Laothamatas, president of the Thai Rice Exporters
Association, said Friday. Orders for both kinds of rice dropped because their prices were relatively high due to the strong baht
and more rice harvests in Southeast Asian countries, he said. The exporters’ association predicted that Thailand would export
850,000 tonnes of rice in March. Read more
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